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in them! Cases are even recorded that within half an
hour of a big three-masted ship striking one of these sand-
banks, the whole of it disappeared in the sand, leaving
only the top of the masts visible. These sandbanks may
rightly be considered as the mouth of the Damodar-
Rupnarayan.1 The Daniodar is not now satisfied with
Santhal villages, and is swallowing ships and steamers etc.
as a sauce by way of variety. In 1877 a ship named
"'County of Sterling", with a cargo of 1,444 tons of wheat
from Calcutta, had no sooner struck one of these terrible
sandbanks than within eight minutes there was no trace
left of it. In 1874 a steamer carrying a load of 2,400 tons
suffered the same fate in two minutes. Blessed be thy
mouth, O Mother Ganga! I salute thee for allowing us
to get off scot-free.   Brother T-----says, "Sir, a gt>at ought
to be offered to the Mother for her benignity." I replied,
"Exactly so, brother, but why offer only one day, instead
of everyday!"   Next day brother T-----read verted to the
topic, but I kept silent. The next day after that I pointed
out to him at dinner-time to what an extent the offering-
of goats was progressing. Brother seemed rather puzzled
and said, "What do you mean ? It is only you who are
eating." Then at considerable pains I had to explain to
him how it was said that a youth of Calcutta once visited
his father-in-law's place in a remote village far from the
Ganga. There at dinner-time he found people waiting
about with drums etc., and his mother-in-law insisted on
his taking a little milk before sitting4 to dinner. The
son-in-law considered it might perhaps be a local custom
which he had better obey ; but no sooner had he taken a
sip of the milk than the drums began to play all around
and his mother-in-law, with tears of joy, placed her hand
on his head and blessed him, saying, "My son, you have
1 There is a pun on the words Damodar-Rupnarayan which
not only imply the two rivers, hut also mean "Narayana^ as
Damodara, or swallowing everything (DanKxiara-rupa-Karayana)."